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In 30 years since 1993, over 60 VIM teams visited Armenia and Artsakh to work on different projects and assist the refugee community of the Kashatagh region in eliminating the consequences of the first Karabagh war of 1988-1994, essentially changing their lives. But destiny hit hard again as the century-long nostalgic appetite of Armenia’s eastern and western neighbors to create a new superpower stretching from the Bosporus Strait to Central Asia worked up.
Novel wars and aggressions started against Armenia and Artsakh, causing obstacles to the dream of a peaceful livelihood.


No teams were visiting in 2020 because of, in the first place, COVID and the
war in Artsakh not long after. In 2021 Project AGAPE had one VIM team under the leadership of Wanda Watts. The team did a great job helping the AGAPE staff with capital improvements of the new Project AGAPE Center in Vayk: the town where Project AGAPE had been forced to move because of the consequences of the recent war in Artsakh.


In 2022 three VIM teams visited Armenia and helped Project AGAPE in its
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endeavors. They helped establish the new AGAPE hub and aid the displaced families of the Kashatagh region of Artsakh, occupied by Azeris currently. The first team from Myers Park UMC, under the leadership of Chris Lepore, visited in July. Later in September, the second team led by Wanda Watts visited. And the third team, the one with several Project AGAPE Board members, who were
visiting to see the consequences of the war and the new Project AGAPE hub in Vayk, visited in October.


The trips were a great experience of cultural emersion and mission work for all the visiting teams. The September team experienced what it means to live under the constant war threat with the Project AGAPE staff in Armenia. During their visit, the Azerbaijani aggression on the eastern borders of Armenia began, including in areas not very far from Vayk.


In 2023 two teams plan to visit Armenia: one in May and the second team in September. The May team is a Pilgrimage Team of Young Clergy with Ben
Rogers and Peter Constantian scheduled from May 27th to June 10th. It will be a visit of mixed experiences of cultural immersion and mission work at the new AGAPE hub. The second team, led by Wanda Watts, is scheduled for
September 5th to 22nd.


The visit of each team since 1993 constantly added more confidence in the efforts of Project AGAPE to transform the lives of the many people in need in miraculous ways until today.

In the last 11 years, one of the significant goals of the visiting teams was participation in the House Renovation Project, willing to improve the horrible
living conditions of the displaced families. These families lived on the verge of survival and hardly believed in miraculous changes in their lives thanks to
Project AGAPE when destiny hit hard again, forcing them to leave their homes

and become refugees for the second time due to another war. The social condition of the people living in this post-war time is desperate.
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you
 
are
 
interested
 
in
 
the
 
project
 
and
 
want
 
to
 
learn
 
more
 
about
 
it
 
by
 
visiting Armenia, you
 
can join these
 
teams because
 
recruitment is still
 
open.
)


Here are several pictures of the VIM team members from last year: please look them in the eyes and see Jesus in each of them.
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Peter Constantian and Ben Rogers will lead a group of young clergy from the Western NC Conference to Armenia in May/June of this year. The purpose of the trip is to provide a new generation of United Methodist clergy the opportunity to consider the rich ecclesial tradition of Armenia, its historical contributions to Christianity, and its modern vibrancy and geopolitical challenges. Pilgrimage participants will spend a week in Yerevan and the surrounding areas and a week in Vayk. Here, they will meet the Project AGAPE

staff and reflect on the project’s past, present, and future and its partnership with the Apostolic and Methodist Churches.
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You all are truly “a little pencil in the hand of a writing God, who is sending
 
a
 
love letter to
 
the world.” - Mother
 
Teresa
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Country Director, Nara Melkonyan, has made a
 
new request for
 
assistance
 
to
 
enable
 
displaced
 
people
 
to
 
receive
 
vocational
 
training
 
so
 
that
 
they
 
can
 
move
 
toward
 
self-sufficiency
 
in
 
their
 
new
 
homes.
 
She
 
has
 
identified several folks that are interested in learning
 
cosmetology. She
 
also foresees that some
 
people might want
 
to learn carpentry
 
or open a
bakery.
 
We
 
encourage
 
contributions
 
to
 
this
 
new
 
ministry
 
opportunity.
 
You
 
can follow the
 
links below to
 
make your contributions.
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Every Contribution Makes an Impact!
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From
 
now
 
on,
 
you
 
can
 
make
 
your
 
donations
 
through
 
PayPal.
 
Please
 
follow the link below
 
to make your
 
donation. \ Make
 
your donation by
)

 (
selecting the "Donate"
 
button on
 
the webpage. \
 
The people
 
of Artsakh
 
and Armenia are grateful
 
for your contribution!
)
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Follow us!
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