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We wished our 2023 January #1 Newsletter was a success story about one of our Beauty School graduates or was a continuation of our series about Project AGAPE Staff members. Or, we wish it was about the AGAPE Scholarship fund provided to the student from a displaced family to continue her education in one of the Yerevan universities. Or, a successful deal on purchased bedding supplies bought through a grant received from Myers Park UMC, and about the progress of construction of the PA new center in Vayk… There is a lot to tell about the progress of many projects, but this newsletter will be again about the blockade of Artsakh/soviets named Nagorno-Karabagh, which hits the 35-day mark, today.


A group of Azeri environmental pseudo-activists claims that the blockade is to stop illegal mining activity. However, their government supports them in leading the people currently living in Stepanakert to starvation. It is crucial to note that
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the Armenian executives stopped mining and are waiting for an international audit. However, the situation did not resolve even after this move.
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Project AGAPE staff members are in continuous contact with people in Artsakh. Every call and talk with them is heartbreaking as the situation worsens each day of the blockade. Veronica Avanesyan – one of Project AGAPE’s long-term volunteers from Berdzor – now lives in Stepanakert with her family.
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We are getting continuous updates from her regarding the situation, and there is nothing but negative news coming our way. The most shocking part was that people gifted each other vegetables on Christmas day because the stores ran out of supplies. Food and medicines started to disappear a few days into the
blockage after December 12. Grocery stores do not have sugar, salt, fruits, and vegetables, while the supplies for eggs, cheese, and rice are rapidly declining. The people in Stepanakert are barely receiving anything now. Children and the elderly suffer from hunger. Fuel shortage, intermittent electricity, and natural gas supply due to pseudo-activists' criminal actions of cutting the electric lines and turning the valve of the natural gas supply pipe from Armenia lead the temperature to drop below 32 Fahrenheit in houses and apartments. Moreover, the hospitals have put crucial surgeries on hold. Over a hundred and twenty thousand people became stranded with no aid.
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We encourage you to raise, raise, raise awareness of the situation. This can transform into a large-scale offensive again. We must end this atrocity before things turn worse for the people of Artsakh.

Urgent! On Day 35 of Azerbaijan’s Artsakh blockade, call USAID Administrator Samantha Power at (202) 712-5330 to airlift emergency U.S. humanitarian aid.

More info at: https://anca.org/blockade


The Project AGAPE team in Armenia will keep you updated on the situation.
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Country Director, Nara Melkonyan, has made a new request for assistance to enable displaced people to receive vocational training so that they can move toward self-sufficiency in their new homes. She has identified several folks that are interested in learning cosmetology. She also foresees that some people might want to learn carpentry or open 
a
)
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bakery. We want to encourage you to contribute to this new ministry opportunity.
 
You
 
can
 
follow
 
the
 
links
 
below
 
to
 
make
 
your
 
contributions.
)



Every Contribution Makes an Impact!
[image: ] (
Donation Link 
1
)


[image: ] (
Donation Link 
2
)




Follow us!


[image: ]Facebook Group
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