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Project AGAPE continues to help the refugee families with basic first necessity supplies received in two containers and purchased locally through grants and Emergency Relief Funds. These families are provided with basic first necessity supplies to overcome humanitarian crises and to improve the awful social conditions caused by the recent war in Artsakh. The main goal of the Project is to improve social conditions of displaced residents of the Kashatagh region through the provision of humanitarian assistance, to meet their basic needs through the provision of the most important supplies and items that the displaced families will be able to use for some period of time until they find jobs and adapt to these changing circumstances. This short-term support to the displaced residents of the occupied territories will forge a path toward recovery will create a basis for the transition towards the long-term development projects by the support of Project AGAPE. The Vocational Project to help the families learn new skills and find jobs or start their own businesses in nail, skin, and hair care spheres is one of them.
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In 2021 about 800 families were provided with most of the basic first necessity supplies, and now another 600 families are being served from the southern parts of the Kashatagh region currently occupied by azeries: it has been mentioned earlier that these families have left everything behind and escaped without anything. We have heard some people saying that they didn't even have time to take their passports and cellphones because of the attacks of the deadly drones. One of the features of the 5th generation war, which Armenians perhaps were the first ones to have the "opportunity" to "experience," is not having a frontline. You never know where the murderous drone can appear. Hence, people were not able to take even the most essential things with them in order not to be killed. So, these displaced families need just everything that we use, waking up in the morning and throughout the day until bed. These families need whatever we use during the day to provide our daily minimal basic needs.


Last year with the help of several grants, Project AGAPE was able to buy all the supplies needed and deliver them to the mentioned above families along with the goods salvaged from the Berdzor AGAPE warehouse. The supplies being distributed this year arrived in two containers from North Carolina UMC – one from the NCC and the other from the WNCC. So, most of the first necessity supplies are from those two containers plus the items purchased through the grant received from the World Outreach Committee of Myers Park United Methodist Church in Charlotte for buying more bedding supplies and the Emergency Relief Fund received through the donations of the UMC members in North Carolina both Conferences and the 2021 WNCC team.


The cold weather and the limited space are making the distribution process very difficult. On the one hand, there are days when families assigned to come and get help cannot get to Vayk just because of the closed roads due to snowstorms and ice. On the other hand, the small warehouse is another obstacle to the effective organization of the distribution process. During the distribution in the warm weather, it was easier to keep the big boxes full of Christmas boxes outside of the warehouse, which gave more space for other supplies, but now with much snow and cold weather, it is hard to keep the boxes in the open air.


Thank God, Project AGAPE has received another grant from The Myers Park Wesley Foundation to build an extra warehouse space expanding the warehouse area to make the distribution project more effective. Project AGAPE received this grant after applying for it and addressing the problem of appropriate office space due to the loss of the Berdzor AGAPE Center - a center with four super-modified facilities implementing different projects to assist the community development.
This grant will support the establishment of the new Project AGAPE hub in the town of Vayk in the Vayots Dzor region of Armenia through the capital improvements of the rented facility creating appropriate conditions for the distribution of humanitarian assistance to the displaced families of the war and enabling the staff of the Project to organize the distributions more effectively. This will impact 12,000 displaced individuals who are the beneficiaries of Project AGAPE. These are socially most vulnerable families in Armenia at present. They have left all their belongings in their hometown. These basic supplies will help alleviate the suffering that has occurred.


A week of warm weather at the beginning of March allowed the construction of the new warehouse foundation, but after the weather dramatically changed and it got colder again the construction of the building was stopped.

Meanwhile, the small garden house built in the summer of 2021 and a container bought by Project AGAPE is being used as temporary substitutes to the new warehouse until the construction of the extra warehouse is completed. The second floor of the AGAPE building used as a lodging place for the staff and visiting teams is also used to store part of the purchased bedding supplies.
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On behalf of Project AGAPE and the long-suffering people of Armenia and Artsakh served through this God-given Project, we would like to express our gratitude to all the kind people of North Carolina for their tremendous support. We are more than grateful for the continuous life-changing and life-saving support and dedication.
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