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“So many of our dreams at first seem impossible, then they seem improbable, and then, when we summon the will, they soon become inevitable.” Christopher Reeve

How long does it take for a child to be born? Nine months… This is how much it took the Vocational Project to be born… Exactly nine months ago in November #2 Newsletter devoted to Thanksgiving 2021 the Country Director of Project
AGAPE Nara Melkonyan made a new request for assistance to enable displaced people to receive vocational training so that they could move towards self-sufficiency after tragic events of the Azery-Turkish-MiddleEastTerrorists aggression. Ten-thousands of families were displaced from their homes due to the occupation of Kashatagh and several other regions of Artsakh - the self- declared country which after the collapse of the USSR has chosen the path to democracy and development throwing off the yoke of 70 years of injustice of the soviet leaders. Their decision to place 94% Armenian populated Artsakh (aka Karabagh) and Nakhijevan under Azerbaijani SSR was followed by national and religious discrimination of Armenians, causing much suffering to them in Artsakh and ethnic cleansing of the Armenian population of Nakhijevan.
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The Vocational Project had identified several folks that were interested in
learning cosmetology, nail, skin and hair care. The Project had also foreseen that some people might want to learn carpentry or open a bakery. The main purpose of the Vocational Project was to provide vocational training to the displaced people who wanted to learn new skills in the mentioned above vocations and equip them with necessary basic tools and supplies so that they could start their own business becoming self-supportive.


The contributions to this important Project followed immediately and here we are: nine months later on July 13 the opening ceremony of the Beauty School of Project AGAPE took place. It happened exactly when Project AGAPE had a VIM team from Myers Park UMC, Charlotte, working on the playground project at the new Project AGAPE Center in Vayk. The first six students of the school were invited to the ceremony and their parents came with them. Four girls are from displaced families of Kashatagh region, and the two boys who will learn to become barbers are wounded soldiers of the recent war. The team leader Chris Lepore cut the honorary ribbon of the Beauty School. All the participants were
invited inside to celebrate the opening with champaign, a beautiful cake, cookies, and fruits. The teachers of hair care, skin and nail care were present, too.


Next day the classes started. First the hair care teacher - Nairi - taught his first student how to cut hair. The student’s first model was a teenage boy. And then one of the team members – Betty Burns – volunteered as a model and the student and his teacher cut her hair. After the hair care class, the nail care teacher - Christine - started to teach her two students the skills of doing nails. Christine is also the manager of the Beauty School, and she is responsible for coordinating all the classes and operation of the school.

Now the next dream is to have many success stories to share, and they would

not make us wait long.


A dream doesn't become reality through magic; it takes sweat, determination, hard work and dedication of the people who stand behind the dream. The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams. And Project
AGAPE family is certainly one of those dreamers.
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Country Director, Nara Melkonyan, has made a new request for assistance
 
to
 
enable
 
displaced
 
people
 
to
 
receive
 
vocational
 
training
 
so
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that they can move toward self-sufficiency in their new homes. She has identified several folks that are interested in learning cosmetology. She also
 
foresees
 
that
 
some
 
people
 
might
 
want
 
to
 
learn
 
carpentry
 
or
 
open
 
a bakery. We want to encourage you to contribute to this new ministry opportunity. You can follow the links below to make your contributions.
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Every Contribution Makes an Impact!
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Follow us!
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